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The following Compact, and articles of 
Government, of the First Universalist Church 
in this town, were inserted in our first Vol- 
ume. At the request ot a number of re- 
spectable subscribers who had not the op- 
portunity of seeing them at that time, they 
are now inserted in our columns, with the 
addition > Brief Summary of the Univer- 
salist Faith. 


A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE 
UNIVERSALIST FAITH. 


We believe in one God, infinite and un- 
changeable in all his perfections ; and that 
these perfections are all modifications of 
adorable, incomprehensible and unbounded 


man family : and that the love of God man- 
ifested to man in a Redeemer, is the best 
and most efficient means of producing a ho- 
ly, active and useful life. 





Cuvrcn Compact. 

We, the undersigned, believing that the 
scriptures of the Old and New Testaments | 
contain a faithful revelation ofthe character of 
GOD, and of our LORD JESUS CHRIST; | 
and esteeming it our duty to watch over 
|each other in love ; do hereby associate our- 
| selves together in the fellowship of the Gos- 
pel: And taking the revealed worp as the 
standard of our faith, we hope by divine as- 
sistance to walk together as Brethren and 
Disciples of CHRIST ; Observing his ex- 
ample as the rule.of our conduct, and his 
commands as our directory in the duties of 
religion : Professing ourselves to be in fel- 
‘Jowship with all those who love our Lord 
| Jesus Christ in sincerity, and in charity with 
| all mankind. 








ConstiTUTion. 

Article 1, This Cuurcn shall be known by 
the name ofthe FIRST UNIVERSALIST | 
| CHURCH in the Town of Providence, and 
State of Rhode-Island. 

Art. 2. 'This Charch shall consist at least of 
seven male members, and shall meet on the 
Second Monday in May, annually, to choose 
its officers, and to transact such other busi- 
ness as may properly come before it. 

Art. 3. There shall be a Standing Com-' 
mittee, which may be chosen by ballot or| 
| otherwise, consisting of three, besides the! 








meeting of the Church, and a Clerk and 
Treasurer, who shall be annually : 
and incase of vacancy in eitherof the two 
last mentioned offices, y death or otherwise, 
such vacancy shall be filled by appointments 


rt, 7. Tt shall be the duty of the Clerk 
faithfully to record the doings ofthe Church; 
to keep a file of all the papers:belonging to 
the Church, and transmit them, with the rec- 


pro tem. 


, ords, to his successor in office. 


It shall be the duty. of the Treasurer to re- 
ceive and preserve the money of the Church 
that may be raised from time to time, to keep 
a just and regular account of the same, to 


| pay out said money as the Church shall di- 


rect, and transmit the record of his account; 
ora copy thereof, together with the funds 
remaining with him, to his successor in office. 

Art. 8. On application of, five or more 
members, the Standing Committee shall 
be authorized to call a special meeting of 
the Church. . 

Art. 9. Persons making application to be- 
come members of this Church shall stand 
propounded to the Committee one month 
previous to taking any vote for their mem- 
bership. : 

rt. 10. No complaint shall be received 
against any member of this Church except 
it be for immoral conduct. , 

Art. 11, The rules prescribed in Saint 
Matthew, xviii. 15, 16, 17. shall be the uni- 
form method adopted by this Church in deal- 
ing with offending members, 

Art. 12..Should any member be desiréus 


Love, and clearly manifested to the world as officiating Pastor, the latter of whom shall to withdraw from this Church, such member, 


guch, in Curist Jesus. 
We believe that the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament contain a faithful reve- 


{have no vote, but merely act as chairman, 
‘and Counsellor of the Committee. 
| Art. 4, It shall be the duty of this Com- 


on making application to the standing Com- 
mittee in writing, shall be entitled to and re- 
ceive a friendly letter of dismission from the 


lation of the character, will and purpose of mittee to inquire into the character of such Church, provided the moral character of 


God, and of the final destination of all man- | 


kind. 


We believe that the moral precepts of the | 


Scriptures contain a most wholesome rule 
for the government of our conduct through 
life, and that the duties which are therein 
inculcated, are obligatory upon us, and are 


of vital importance in promoting the happi-_ 


ness of mankind. 

We believe it to be consistent with the 
character and government of God, and per- 
fe tiy eonsonant to the design of his law, to 
punish all wiitu!l ofenders, and to administer 
to every transgression and disobedience a 
just recompense of reward. 

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old 
and Jew Testaments, contain suitable evi- 
dence t» justify a firm belief in the certain 


persons as shall make application to become 
members of this Church, and report thereon 
previous to any vote being taken for their 
membership. ft shall also be the duty of the 
Standing Committee to receive and examine 
into the merits of all complaints that may be 
brought against any member of the Church, 
and make report thereon at a regular or spec- 
ial Church meeting. 

At. 5. At the annual meeting of the 
‘Church, the oldest member of the Standing 
Committee by:appointment, that is, the first 
whose name shall be found: upon the list, shall 
retire from office, and another shall be an- 
‘nually chosen to fill the vacancy occasioned 
thereby. 

Art. 6. The officers of this Church, besides . 
the Standing Committee, shall consist of a 


such member be approved. 
rt. 13, At our Communions, which stall 
take place once in three months, there shall 
be an iavitation given to all the members of 
other Churches, who may be present, with- 
out regard to denomination, who are in reg- 
ular standing with their own Church, to 
participate with us ; also to persons of sober 
moral habits, who are not members of any 
Church, who may esteem it their duty or 
privilege to unite with usin that ordinance. 
rt. 14, Those persons who commune 
with us and belong to no Church shail be, 
considered as under the watch-care of this 
Church, and subject to its regulations, for 
the time being. 
Ay’. ‘5, This Constitution shall be eubject 
to such alierations. additions. and ametid- 


restoration and tinal salvation of all the hu-| Moderator, who shall be chosen by .each) ments, as the Church may irom time to time 
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think necessary, by vote of a majority oftwo- | 
thirds of the mevibers present ; provided no | 
vote shall be taken to alter any part of this” 


Constitution without a notice thereof three 
months previous to its being taken. 
The Standing Committee of the Church, 


are 
Daviw Picxerine, Chairman. 
Esex Eppy, 
Cuartes Hirrsuorn, 
Witiuiuam Tuvurser. 





THE OFFSPRING OF MERCY. 


When the Almighty was about to create | 
man, he summoned before him the angeis of , ness. 


his attributes, the watchers of his dominion. 
They stood in council around his hidden 
throne. 

“Create him not,” said the angel of Jus- 
tice ; “he will not be equitable to his breth- 
ren,ihe will oppress the weaker.” 

“Oreate him not,” said the angel of Peace; 
“the will manure the earth with human blood, 
the first-born of his race will be the slayer of 
his brother.”’ 

“Create him not,” said the angel of Truth; 
he will defile thy sanctuary with falsehood, 
although thou shouldest stamp on his coun- 
tenance thine image, the seal of confidence. 

So spake the —* of the attributes of 
Jehovah : when Mercy, the youngest and 
dearest child of the Eternal, arose, and clasp- 
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perity, cultivate a strict and manly habit of 
economy. It is impossible to raise a good 
character without it. And this one single 
article, economy, connected with moderate , 
talent, will recommend you to all with whom 
you may wish confidence, or expect remun- 
eration. Assistance, should you need it, will 
not be withheld, ii it is known that your care 
of personal expense is correct. 





To laugh at deformed persons is inhumane, 
if not impious; we are hot our own carvers ; 
what perfections the best have, is not the ef-| 
fects of their own care, but of divine goad- 








| THE VICTIM OF INTEMPERANCE. 


Police Court, Boston, Nov. 19, 1825,—A 
stout, well built, and rather good looking 
young man, but clad in the garb of extreme 
penury and wretchedness, was brought be- 
fore Mr. Justice Simmons, this morning, 
charged with being “* a common drunkard.” 
He answered to the name of Spencer 
Thompson, and is said to belong to a very 
respectable family in a neighbouring town. 

The victim of intemperance, seldom ex- 
cites in the breast of the beholder, feelings 
other than those of commingled disgust and 
contempt ; but there were one or two cir- 
, cumstances connected with the case of this 
‘unfortunate being, that rendered him an ob- 








love for liquor, and now experienced all its 
attending “evils and concomitant horrors. 
He was aware’ that it led to poverty—and 
from poverty to crime—but trusted -in God 
that it might lead him to no further iniquity, 
or that he might never be brought before 
that or any other Court, charged with an of- 
fence more heinous than the one upon which 
he now stood arraigned. He was not only 
willing, but extremely desirous to reform in 
his habits, and ior this purpose wished to re- 


‘turn home to his parents—he knew they 


would be glad to have him live with them ; 
he might be of some assistance to them— 
they had indeed sent for him and he hoped 
and begged that he might be suffered to go 
to them. 

During the whole time the prisoner was 
speaking, a profound silence reigned 
throughout the Court-room—the spectators 
obviously sympathizing with him for his un- 
happy situation ; and .after expatiating at 
some length upon the nature ot his offence, 
admonishing him as te his conduct for the 
past, and advising him as to his behaviour 
for the future, in that kind and friendly 
manner which often works more real henefit 
in the delinquent, than the most reproachful 
language or severest punishment. His hon- 
or finally teld him, that le would do all in 
his power for him, provided he, the prisoner, 
would leave nething undone on his part ; 


ing his knees, “Create |him, Father,” said | ject of pity and compassion rather than oth- | and therefore he should order him to be im- 
she, “in thy likeness, the darling of thy lov- | erwise. His Honour asked him, how long | prisoned in the house of correction for one 


ing-kindness. Wher all thy messengers for-' he had been addicted to liquor ? What could month only ; 


sake him, I will seek and support him, and 
turn his faults to good. Because he is weak, 
I will incline his bowels to compassion, and 
his seul to atonement. When he departs 
from peace, from truth, from Justice, the con- 
sequences of his wanderings shall deter him 
from repeating them, and shall gently lead 
him to amendment.” 

The father of all gave ear, and created 
man a weak faltering being ; but in his (aults 
the pupil of Mercy, the son of ever-active 
and meliorating Love. 

Remember thine origin, O man! when 
thou art hard and unkind towards thy broth- 
er. Mercy alone willed thee to be—Love 
and Pity suckled thee at their bosoms. 





In the Cottage Magazine for March, 1826, 
is the following Letter headed Persecutions 
by Socinians.” 

Switzerland ,/G.—March 2d, 1825. 

* You know, perhaps that one of our breth- 

ren of N—, has just been condemned, for 


and if he, the prisoner, would 
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have induced him to yield to its indulgence ?| write to his friends, informing them of his 
'Was he not sensible of its baleiul conse-|resclutions to lead a betier life hereafter, 
quence ? Had he no respect for himseli—jand they should apply for his release, it 
‘no feelings for his parents—his triends and | would be granted on payment of cost ; but 
relations ? Did he never experience any; if he returned te this city and was found con- 
compunction ef conscience when giving way | tinuing in his bad practices, he might rest 
ito so sinful a practice ? And could he not , assured that the arm of the law would be 
| form resolution sufficient to break through | raised with its full force against him. The 
so dreadful a ‘propensity ? Thompson ap-} prisoner listened with great attention to his 
| peared to be deeply affected by these inqui-| sentence, seemed to appreciate the parental 


ries, and leaning against the bar, replied in| 
a broken voice, that it was several years 
since he first began to drink to excess, and 
from that time Heaven knew, he had been 
miserable and wretched enough; but in- 
temperance had not been the only cause of 
his misery—trisfortune had marked him ‘or 
| her own, long before he became habituated 
to intoxication—he had met with trouble in 
the early part of his life—he felt the effects 
of it to this moment, and probably should 
feel them until the day of his death. Here 
he suddenly stopped, evidently labouring un- 








the sole fact of having the Lord’s supper cel; der great mental distress, and throwing him- 
ebrated in his house, (though by an ordained | se} down upon the prisoner’s bench, he cov- 
minister,) to ten years’ banishment, with| ered his face with his hand'verchief, and 
eords, into the public square, and compelled | gave free vent to his feelings. After a few 
to hear his sentence on his knees in the | moments, he rose and continued to address 
snow.” the magistrate. Once, for a twelye month 
- or more, he said, he had re‘rained entirely 

A USEFUL HINT TO YOUNG MEN. from the use of ardent spirits, and wae then 

For your own comfort, for your friend’s|comparetively cheer'u! end happy—but af- 


lace, for the sake of your eventual pros-|terwards he relapsed again into his former 





advice of the magistrate, and promised to 
follow it.— Amer. Traveller. 





ON DEVOTION. 

“ Devotion, considered simply in itself, is 
an intercourse between God and us, between 
the supreme, self-existent, inconceivable 
Spirit, which formed and preserves the uni- 
verse, and that particular Spirit, with which, 
for awful reasons, he has animated a por- 
tion of matter upon earth that we call man. 

“Tt is a silent act, in which the seul di- 
vests itself of outward things. flies into heav- 
en. and pours forth all its wants, wishes, 
hopes, fears, guilts or pleasures, inte the 
hosom of an almighty Friend. Though this 
devotion, in its first stages, mav be a weari- 
some, insipid exercise. a little habit will 
overcome the reluctance, and when you 
have jairly entered on your journey. the 
ways of this wisdom will be always of pleas- 
antness, and all its-paths peace.—True de- 
votion doubtless requires a considerable de 
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ree of abstraction from the- world—hence 
many modern Christiaus treat it as a vision, | 


hence many modern writers have little ofits 


tunction ; but it glows in the scriptures, it, 


warms us in the iathers, it burned in Austin 
and many other of the persecuted martyrs 


who are now with God.—That we hear little ' 
It makes no.noise in | 


of it is not wonderful. 
the circle of the learned or the elegant ; un- 
de. a heap of worldly cares, we smother the 
lovely infant, and will not let it breathe. 
Vanity, ambition, pleasure, avarice, quench 


the lot of humanity. Illness will sometimes 
render you petulant, and disappointment 
ruffie the smoothest temper. Guard, I be- 
seech you, with unremitting vigilance, your 
passions ; controlled, they are the genial 


,ungoverned, they are consuming fires. 
, Let your strife be one of respectful atten- 
‘tions, and conciliatory conduct. Cultivate 
, With care the.kind and gentig affections of 


Husbands and:wives, you have no rightto | 
expest periection in each other. To err is, 


heat that warms us along the way of lite—_ 


Does he than 8 he lighten—does he 
afflict this poor man? Behold ! his. sun en- 
lightens his habitation—his rain refreshes 
his fields—his gentle breeze fans and ani-~ 
mates him évery day—bhis revelation ever 
lies open before him—his throne of mercy is 
ever accessible to him—and will you, rash 
christian, will you mark him out for ven- 
geance ? I repeat it, imitate your Hzaven- 
LY Faruer, and at least, suspend your an- 
ger until that day when the Lord shall make 
manifest the counsels of men’s hearts, and then 


the celestial fire ; and these alas! aré too,;the heart, Plant not, but eradicate the ; shall every man have praise of God. | Robinson. - 


much the god of mortals. Ever since the 
world began, writers have been amusing us 


with shadows ot this piety, instead of giving | find harbour in your breast: Let the sun! 


it a soul and substance, superstition has 
placed it in opinions, ceremonies, austeri- 
ties, pilgrimages, and august temples or 
splendid imagery, which has little connexion 
‘with sentiment or spirit. 

‘‘ Enthusiasm has swelled with unnatural 
eonceptions, and obtruded a spurious off- 


spring on the world, instead of this engag-| 


ing child of reason and truth—while the 
lfkewarm have rested in a few outward du- 
ties, which have had no vigor, and, as they 
sprung not from the heart, never entered 
the temple of the Most High.—Real piety 
is of a different and of a much more anunat- 
‘ed nature ; it looks up to God ; sees, hears, 
in every event, in every vicissitude, in all 
seasons, and upon ail uccasions—it is theo- 
ry verified by experience; it is faith sub- 
-stantiated by mental enjoyment ; it is heav- 
en transplanted in the human bosom ; it is 
the radiance of the Divinity warming and 
encircling man. It is a spiritual sense grat- 
ified by spiritual sensations—without this all 
ceremonies are inefficacious ; books, pray- 
ers, sacraments and meditations, are but a 
body without a soul, ur a statue without ani- 
mation. 


«“ FATHER, FORGIVE THEM.” 

——Go, proud intidel—search the pon- 
derous tomes of heathen learning :—Ex- 
plore the works of Confucius ; examine the 
precepts of Seneca, and the writings of Soc- 
rates. Collect all the excellencies of the 
ancient and the modern moralists, and point 
to a sentence equal to this simple prayer of 
our Saviour reviled and insulted—sutiering 
the grossest indignities, crowned with thorns, 
and led away to die! no annihilating curse 
breaks from his tortured breast. Sweet and 
placid as the aspirings of a mother for her 
norsling, ascends the prayer of mercy on his 
enemies, “Father, forgive them.” Q, it 
was worthy of its erigin, and stamps with 
the bright seal of truth that his mission was 
from Heaven ! 

Acquaintances, have you —— me 
Friends, have you differed ? If he, who was 
pure and perfect, forgave his bitterest ene- 
mies, do you well to cherish your anger ? 

Brothers, to you the precept is imperative; 
you siiall forgive—not seven tumes, but 
Seventy times seven. 


Md 


oe, 
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thorns that grow in your partner’s path.— 
| Above all, let no feeling of revenge ever 


, never ge down upon your anger. A kind 
word—an obliging action, if it be in a tri- 
fling concern, has a power superior to the 
nery of David in calming the billows of the 
soul, 

Revenge is as incompatible with happiness 
as it is hostile to religion. Let him whose 
heart is black with malice and studious of 
revenge, walk through the fields while clad 
in verdure, and adorned with flowers; to 
his eye there is no beauty ; the flowers to 
him exhale no fragrance. Dark as his soul, 
nature is robed in deepest sable. 
of beauty lights not up his bosom with joy ; 
but the furies of hell rage in his breast, and 
render him as miserable as he ‘would wish 
the object of his hate. 

But let him lay his hand upon his heart 
Father forgive me as I forgive my enemies,” 
and nature assumes a new and delightful 
garniture. 


ear, and the smile of virtuous beauty lovely 
to his soul.— Ozford Observer. 
LIBERALITY. 

“¢ How is it that men, and christian men, 
too, can hear of one another’s sickness, and 
hear of one another’s misfortunes, without 
any emotions of anger, and with all the feel- 
ings of humanity and pity that christians 
ought to have for one another, and that they 
cannot bear a conscientious man to avow sen- 
timents different from their own, without are- 
sentment like a hot thunderbolt, hisses, and 
wounds, and kills where it falls ? No ; it is 
not justice—it is not prudence—it is not hy- 
inanity—it is nct benevolence—it is not zeal 
for these dispositions ; it seems as if it were 
the explosion of an infected heart, where the 
milk of human kindness never flowed. If 
such emotions can proceed from christians, 
we must suppose what we are loath to think, 
that is, that some christians are, in sdme un- 
happy moments, divested ofall the principles 
of their holy religion, and actuated by the 
dispositions of the most ignorant and cruel 
of mankind. , 

* But,’ say they, ‘though we are net in- 
jured, yet God is dishonored.’ Ah! is God 








dishonored ? Imitate his conduct, then. 


ligt 
;« 
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The smile | 


and say—* Revenge, I cast thee from me— 
‘mately designed. 








RESIGNATION 
There is no vittue more acceptable te 
God, and in practice, more conducive to hu- 
man happiness, than resignation to the di- 
vine will. He who presumes to question 
the wisdom, the goodness, and the paternal. 


| solicitude, for the felicity of man, of the Su- 


preme being, is guilty of the most heinous 
of crimes, and deserving of the most severe 
punishment. That wisdom, which is dis- 
played in the ecoriomy of the vast system of 
creation—that goodness, which every page 
in the volume of nature, exhibits in language 
the most forcible and endearing ; that pater- 
nal solicitude, which the scheme of redemp- 
tion and pardon so gloriously illustrates, 
should silence every murmur when we are 
afflicted, and teach us to consider that we are 
chastised for the most benevolent purpose, 
and corrected, that we may be more worth 
of those unfading Joys for which we are ulti- 
his globe is not con- 
structed for the eternal abode of an eternal. 


Then, indeed, are the meadsjsoul.—We should view all its comforts and 
verdant and the flowers, tragrant—then is | 
the music of the groves delightful to the, 


all its perplexities, as equally short lived and 
transitory. He who uses the good things of 
this world, without abusing them; whom 
prosperity cannot elate ; who puts a just 
value upon what he possesses, and is ready 
to resign the blessings which he is favoured 
with into the hands of him by whom they 
were bestowed, when the requisition is made, 
is an object of divine complacency,and will 
surely receive an abundant reward. Resig- 
nation can alleviate the distress of this life, 
calm its varied troubles, pour a ray of com- 
fort to enliven the vale oftears through which 
our pilgrimage must be made, and cheer 
with consoling expectations the gloom that 
lowers over the pillow of death.—Who then 
would have the hardiness to doubt the justice 
of the dispensations of Providence, or arraiga 
omniscience at the tribunal of human pre- 
sumption ?—Salem Obs. 


AN EXTRACT. 

Could we draw back the covering of the 
tomb—could we see what those are now, 
who were once mortal—Oh ! how would it 
surprise and grieve us to behold the prodi- 
gious transformation that has taken place 
on every individual—give us to see the dis- 
honour done to our nature in general, within 
these subterraneous lodgments—here the 
sweet and winning aspect, that wear per- 
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ae tice 
petually an attracting smile, grins horribly — 
a naked ghastly grin !—The eye that out- 
shone the diamond’s lustre, and glanced its 
lovely lightning into the most guarded heart, 
alas ! where is it ? How are all these radi- 
ant glories totally eclipsed ? That tongue 
that once commanded all the charms of har- 
mony, and all the powers of eloquence, in 








this strange land hath forgot its cunning. | Psalmist has well exclaimed—* The law of 


Where are the strains of melody which rav- 
ished our ear ? Where the flow of pefsuasion ' 
which carried captive our judgments ? The 
great master of language and of song is be- | 
— silent as the night which surrounds’ 
im. 





PROVIDENCE, 
Sarurpay, Fesruary 17, 1827. 





** Earnestly contend for the faith,’ 





A Discourse delivered by the Enrror, 
Dec. 22d, 1826, at the Dedication of the New 
Universalist Chapel, erected bythe First Uni- 
versalist Society in Plymouth, Mass. 

“ Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” 
I Chronicles xvi. 29. 
(concucren Fite rive 173.) 

When we contemplate man as a moral be- 
ing, we view the designs of his Maker in a 
still more interesting light. For, as beings 
possessing moral intelligence, we find our- 
selves capable, not only of comprehending 
the evidences of wisdom and power in the 
handy works of the Creator, but of recogniz- 
ing the justice and benevolence of God as a 
moral Ruler and Governor ; and as such, 
holding a rightful authority to impose such | 
obligations on man as his wisdom and goud- 
ness may direct, and such as the moral con- 
dition of his creatures may require. 

In these obligations we are furnished with 
the evidence that God is a merciful being ; 
since they contain nothing which is incom- 
patible with purity of intention, and holiness 
ef life: Or which, if reduced to practice, 
would derogate in the least from the moral 
dignity of intelligent beings, or diminish the 

aggregate of rational enjoyment among man- 
kind. But, 

On the other hand, they carry incontesti- 
ble evidence to the mind of the benevolent 
intentions of Deity towards man, by urging 
in a manner the most solema .and forcible, 
such duties, and such only, as would digni- 
fy the human character, elevate the morai 
feelings and contribute most directly to the 
improvement and happiness of our race. 
Did these injunctions require any exercise 
which would debase the character, diminish 
the happiness, or deprave the morals of intel- 
‘ligent beings, we might with propriety ques- 
tion their justice, equity and benevolence : 
But the reverse is the character which 
they sustain throughout the whole volumne 
of divine inspiration. They evince the pu 
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ply the existence of superior moral powers 
in the creature, call forth the latent energies 
ofthe buman mind, and give such a direc- 
tion to the powers of the understanding as 
would be calculated to result in the moral 
advancement and felicity of the creature. 
Viewing the merciful intentions oi the di- 
vine mandates in this interesting light, the 


the Lord is perfect, converting the soul ;— 
The commandment of the Lord is pure, en- 
lightening the eyes.” 

It is by means of this law that he intro- 
duces us to an acquaintance with the sever- 
al duties which we owe to him, es our Ma- 
ker and Benefactor ; to ourselves, as his 
children and dependants, and to the extend- 
ed circle of social beings among whem we 
are placed upon the level of time. 

When we contemplate the universal prov- 
idence of God, whence an infinite multitude 
of beings derive an ample support, and real- 
ize a daily supply for the wants to which 
they are subjected, we are still more forci- 
bly impressed with a sense of the divine 
goodness, which flows in streams of love and 
compassion to all. 

On this providential fulness the wealthy 
and the great are dependant for the ampli- 
tude of earthly blessings which they enjoy ; 
and fiom the same divine and abuvidant 
store-house, is drawn the more humble and 
frugal repast of the cottage where poverty 
has fixed her abode. 

“ The Lord, indeed, is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works ;” 
For “ he epeneth his hand and satisfieth the 
desire of every living thing.” Yea, every 
temporal blessing which has been enjoyed 
by man from the morning of creation to the 
present hour, is expressive of the love of 
God, they are, and were always bestowed 
with the compassionate design of relieving 
the creatures of his hand from the pains of 
hunger and the miseries of unsatistied de- 
sire. Nor can it be pleaded with the least 
shadow of consistency, that any services 
have been rendered by the creature that can 
place the primeval bestowment of these bles- 
sings in the light of a reward. 

However amiable the divine benevolence 
may appear in the works of creation and 
providence, still these mediums fall infinitely 
short of furnishing us with a full display of 
the beauty and excellency of Jehovah’s 
goodness : We may therefore turn from the 
vleasing contemplations of nature and prov- 


plan of grace, for the redemption of man. 


fit from our reflections upon this deeply in- 
teresting subiect; we should cherish the 
recollection, that sin entered into the world 





tity of the divine inteations towards man, im- 
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by the conscious volition and voluntary act Completion of its stupendous design. 
of man: That it drew along in its dark sus-| Mercy with pitying eye beheld our mee, 


picious train, a retinue of woes and nysezies, 
which rend the heart with indescribabie an- 
guish, and embitter every scasom of cool 
and deliberat« reflection! ‘That it filled the 
earth with violence, planted misery’s sharp- 
est thorn in every department of this lower 
creation, armed the icy king of terrors with 
his dreaded sting, and removed the divine 
smiles of complacency beyond the eager 
glance of intellectual vision ! 

The stern mandates of a violated law in- 
dicated descending vengeance upon a guilty 
world ! “* Indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish ;” engines of the divine dis 
pleasure, stood forth in dread array, to exe- 
cute the righteous denunciation of the King 
of kings, against a rebellious race! Dark- 
ness threw her sable curtain arcund the 
earth, and trembling, terror, dismay and the 
torturing pains of despair seized the guilty 
mind, kindled up the fires of condcmnation 
in the soul, and shut out the light and en- 
joyment of heaven frem the world ! 

Oh sin! what hast thou done ! Thou hast 
plucked the sparkling crown of innocence 
from our heads, disrobed vs of the sacfed 
mantle of spiritual light and peace, and 


plunged us into the deep and doleiul gulph | 


of perdition and wretchedness ! Dark fere- 
bodings rend the heart with wee, and the 
nether regions of moral depravity echo te 
the groans of sin’s innumerable captives ! 
But hark !—amidst the dark and glecmy 
recess, some milder note comes floating om 
the distant breeze! It breaks in upon the 
groans of these miserable regions, and in- 
vites the listening attention o a rebel ous 
province—’ Tis unlike the thunders of Sinai’e 
fiery height! Is it an angel of pity? Nod 
shall merey’s voice be heard again? Be- 
hold, yon glorious pertal cpen! Sera; hie 
armies crowd the friendiy gete with «bh nts 
of joyful wonder ' Celestial radiance kindlee 


upon the mighty host ! "Tis merey’s naire 
train, bending their joyful course to misery ’& 
dark abode, with sweet immortat. et f 


wonderous joy, which melt the heart, dis- 
solve sin’s heaviest galling chairs. and dis- 
sipate alike our woes and fears ! The theme 


‘of their highest rapture, is glory in the lo iti- 


est strain to heaven’s supernal King, and 
the burden of their song is.“ peace on earth, 
and good will to man.” Angelic myriad 
throng the nether sky, and point, as they 


proclaim “ good tidings of great joy,” te. 


the immaculate Lamb of God, “the bright- 
ness of the Father’s glory,” who shall repair 


idence, to indulge a few reflections upon | the ruins of sin, and triumph over all the 


the revelations of divine compassion in the |powers of darkness. Love has armed him ° 


with the panoply of divine power, and with 


That our views may be clear and distinct | Wisdom, and grace to remove the ponderous 
of the immensity of the Father’s love, and | 
that we may derive the greater moral bene- | 


load of human guilt and reconeile the world 
to God. Wisdom and benevolence have de» 
vised the wonderous plan of man’s deliver- 
ance from the thraldom of sin, and provided 
all the means which are requisite for the 


For, 
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“his tender mercies are over all the’ works templations have given birth to such noble 
of his hands.” We shall therefore pass, | and exalted views of the divine character, 
And gave a Saviour toa dying world. Il. To consider the nature of the worship! and he plan of his moral government, there 
The benevolence of God shines in his which he requires. _, . | cain be no doubt remaining as to the course 
readiness to pardon the vilest sinner of our For information upon this interesting sub-| which reason and duty dictates : Nor is it 
race. Its nature is infinitely above the ject, we are ‘urnished’with the sublime in-/scarcely possible to conceive how an intelli- 
sphere and the impulse of any hunran at- struction of the Sén of God. “ They that! gent being can solemnly and devoully adore 
tachment ; nor is its display the effect of worship the Father, must worship him in | the Creator in bis heart, without feeling im- 
any possivie weakness ; but the necessary spirit and in truth.” ‘This is the true im- pelled to adopt such external forms of devo~ 
seault of suvereign’ goodne 3s, guided by un- port of what is commanded iu the language tion, as would best correspond with the pro- 
erring wisdom. Nothing out of humseli’ of our text, to ** worship the Lord in the‘ found adoration with which he is inspir 
could possibly induce it ; since he is un- beauty of holiness.” i for the character and attributes of that Be-~ 
elangeable ‘and infinitely perfect, Man’s! The worship of the King Eternal, strictly | ing. : 
numerous miseries aud woes were not the speaking, is purely spiritual ; in as much as’ Numerous examples might be drawn from: 
cause, but merely the occasion of its display, | he is a divine and all-pervading spiritual es- the lively oracles of divine wisdom and treth 
His merits fall infinitely short of the power | sence, diffusing his influence through all to strengthen and enforce the obvious duty 
ef procuring its interierence in behalf of the the ranks of worlds and of innumerable be-- of social worship ; but a few general re- 
world ; Nor were the labours and sufferings | ings. His worship, therefore, must be like marks must suffice for this occasion. 
of the great Redeemer, the cause, but the , his nature, divine and spiritual. It consists! The ancient descendants of Israel wero 
elect of the benevolence ot God to man, |in the deep reverence aud adoration of the | oftén assembled to offer the sacrifices of 
It is the inexhaustible fountain of the divine | soul, arising from the contemplation of his their devotion.to the God of the whole earth, 
nature, and displays itsedi in the iunumera-| works, and the recognition ot his desigus..' and to listen to the instructions of his divine 
ble vene‘actions, both temporal aud spiritu- It is the duty of bowing most devoutly be- | requirements : The favoured inhabitants of 
ai, with which the beings of our race are | fore the majesty of the holy One, aud in the Judea repaired, from time to time, to the 
surrounded, {t is infinite in degree and un- | spirit of unaffected humility, clicring the place where “ the ark of the covenant” was 


When sunk in ruin, darkness and disgrace : 
Her streaming banner, ligh: and truth uifurl’d, 





bounded in its continuance ; sv that it can , tribute of our sincerest gratitude for the con- | seated, to mingle their hearts in the sweets 


never be exhausted, nor cease in its opera- | decension of his love and the revelations of 
| his mercy, 


tions to promote the happiness of beings 
Who are capable of intellectual enjoymeat : 


And being unchangeable, it must of neces- | is the offering up of the purest ailections of 


sity be invariabie in ail its desigas. 

On the g odness ot God, therefore, our 
hopes of ‘uture bliss are builded ; and but 
for this benevvleace, the joyiul antictpations 
of eternity would be exchanged for the iel- 


spair ! 


Were Omnipotence to be disrobed of this } 
infinitely adorable perfection, the celestial | 


paradise would instantly become the thea-| rity of cheerful obedience, and to recount 


tre o: trembling and dismay ! Angels wouid 


forbear to raise the highest notes in honour | 
ofthe King Eternal, and cease to look down | 


with complacency upon a world redeemed ! 


Creation would lose all its charms, and Ged | 
‘himseis cease to. be the supreme object of | 


giatitude, love and praise ! Bui the inanite 
goodness of Jehovah renders hiin pre-emi- 


! ‘hope of eternal beatitude. 
ancholy spectres of paie and hopeless de-/ us to adore hitn with ali the powers of the 
‘| understanding ; to love him with all the ai- 


The worship which God requires of us, 


the mind and ot the heart, and the devout 


‘acknowledgment of our dependence upon 


his sovereign goodness in the biessings of 
lite, the forgiveness of our sinus, and the 


fections of the soul,,; to pour out our desires 
before him ; to serve him with all the aiac- 


with becoming gratitude the innumerable 
favours and mercies of his hand. 

The offering of gratitude will always rise 
up with acceptance before the throne of in- 
finite wisdom and goodness: For it is the 
ardent reaction of a virtuous mind, and is 
inseparably connected with a deep and im- 
pressive sense of the amiable qualities of the 


He requires of 


' of religious adoration : The descendants of 
ithe twelve tribes statedly paid their devo- 
tions to the Father of spirits, in the temple 
of Solomon, and that by divine command = 
The august Founder of our holy religions 
the Mediator of the new and-everlasting cove 
‘enant, assembled with his disciples and the 
multitude, both in the temple at Jerusalem, 
and in the Synagogues of the Jews, for the 
publick and religious services of prayer, in- 
struction and praise. It was also the uni- 
form practice of the Apostles and early be- 
lievers, to assemble on the first day of the 
week, for the delightful services of sociak 
_and evangelical worship, and to mingle their. 
hearts in prayer, and their voices in the ene 
nobiing songs of sentimental gratitude and 
praise : And to place this important duty 
beyond a reasonable doubt, an eminent serv~ 
ant of our Lord hath left it in charge to the 
‘generations that should follow—* forsake 
not the assembling of yourselves together, ag 


nently worthy of supreme adoration and| adorable Benefactor of the universe, who the manner of some is.”’ 


gratitude, and kindly, impels the delightful | alone is worthy of the purest adoration and | 


obedience of the heart : For the sacred an- 
nunciation of diviue truth—* We love him 
because he first loved us,” will coutinue to 
shine forth in all its loveliness and beauty, 
through the future ages of time, like “ ap- 
ples of gold in pictures of silver.” 
have now presented you, my hearers, 
with a faint and imperfect description of the 
character and attributes of that unspeakably 
glorious Being, whom we are all command- 
ed to worship, as the fountain of perfection 
and holiness. A Being infinitely wise to 
foresee, ordain and direct ; infinitely power- 
a to govern the universe and execute the 
unsels of unerring wisdom, according to 
the perfect rules of impartial justice ; , and 
infinitely and uachangeably good in 'the dis- 





tribution. of the blessings of his love ; for 





the highest notes of praise. 

The worship of which we have briefly 
spoken, it will be sufficiently evident to all, 
is purely between the individual and his 
Maker : That it does not necessarily imply 
any of those external forms of devotion, by 
which intelligent beings approach their Cre- 
ator in the publick assemblies of the sanctu- 
ary. We are not, however, to infer from 
hence, that the publick worship of God is a 
matter of trivial importance : For the in- 
ward convictions of the mind, that Jehovah 
is a Being of supreme.wisdom, and of uni- 
versal and impartial goodness, should be 
signified by such outward signs as would 
tend to produce a corresponding effect upon 
the minds of such as are still in darkness. 
To the minds of those, therefore, whose con- 


The few remarks which have been offer- 
'ed upon the nature and importance of spirit- 
ual and social worship, will naturally sug- 
‘gest to the mind the necessity of faithful- 
‘ness in the administration of the word of 
life, by him who is appointed to communi- 
cate religious instraction, and a correspond- 
ing obligation of faithfulness on the part of 
those to whom the message of grace is di- 
rected, in their regular attepdance on the 
administration of the same, in the temple of 
devotion. 

III. What now remains, is. to illustrate 
the importance of the duty enjoined in our 
text, by pointing out some of the most es- 
sential reasons on which this obligation is 
founded. 

1. Were there no other reasons to be as- 
signed for the importance of the worship of 
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Deity, than the simple fact that God has 
commanded us to perform this duty, no reas- 
onable excuse could be urged to justify a) 
neglect on the part of the creature, to obey : | 
For beings entirely dependent upon the 
Source of their existence, not only for life, 


These, my brethren and my friends, are a 
few of the reasons which may be ur, to 
vindicate the important duty of worshipiig 
the great Creator in the beauty of holiness. 

In compliance with this divine and whole-! 
some requisition, your hearts have been en- | 


FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY, 
Rerty - yr Samvuzt W. Wueexer. 
e Telese é 173. 
Sir—That Senix Sones did ? mean te 
represent the character of Universalists as 
and immoral, in the proper sense of those 


but for every enjoyment and blessing, can gaged, and your hands employed in erecting. words,” I believe I have not denied. But, 
recognize no authority which is paramount | this noble and convenient edifice, which has that he meant to represent their character 
to that of their Sovereign, on whose bounty | heen solemnly dedicated to the honour and @$ “moral, in the vulgar sense, and in the 


their interest and their happiness is sus- 
pended. 

2. That part of the worship of our crea- 
tor which enjoins the duty of prayer, is es-| 
sential to the happiness of man, because of 
its direct tendency to impress us with a sense 
of the divine presence, to promote the vir- 
tue of humility, to assist the mind in a more 
perfect approximation to a moral resem-, 
blance of the great Divinity, and to guard the | 
heart against the corrupt influence of blind | 
inordinate desire, and shield us from the un- 
reasonable and degrading vice of ingratitude. 

3. The worship of God has a powerful in+ 
fluence to rectify the moral feelings, dissi- 
pate the darkness of the mind, enlarge our | 
conceptions of the wisdom and goodness of 
God, lighten the burden of our toils, allevi- 
ate the afflictions of life, strengthen our con- 
fidence and encourage our hope. 

4. The duty of worshiping our Creator is 
not required of us because he needs the ser- 
vices of his creatures, or because he can re- 
ceive any accessions to his essential glory | 
and perfections ; but because it is the most | 
ennobling employment of the powers with 
which we are delegated, the most exalted 
privilege which we here enjoy, and a source 
of the most refined enjoyment and happiness 
in all the journey life, to consecrate otir pow- 
érs and our hearts to him in such a manner 
as to become the joyful instruments of ex- 
tending the knowledge of his wisdom and of 
his grace, for the encouragement of genet- 
ous affections, for an example to thé rising 
generation, and for the virtuous refinement 
of the age in which we live. 

5. We are commanded to “worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness,” because he 
has condescended to display his power, man- 
ifest his wisdom, and reveal his infinite love 
to man, in the works of creation, in the smiles 
of his providence, in the voice of prophesy, in 
the gift of his Son, in the gospel of his bound- 
less grace and mercy, in the faithful prom- 
ises of his unchangeable purpose to bring the 
wickedness of the wicked to an end, ‘to de-, 
stroy the works of the devil, to subdue the | 
moral creation by the influence of his justice 
and his truth, to reconcile all things to him- 
self by Jesus Christ, to annihilate death by 
the transcendent glories of a resurrection to 
immortality, and to engage every creature | 








| ocean, directed their way to this then uncul- 


their personal safety, and the future pros- 


their descendants. 


xdurce of inextinguishable LOVE, to height- 
en and afford additional interest to the joy- 


occasion. 


cred pringiples of religious freedom, and 
prove by your untiring zeal, your noble ti- 
tle—-TrHE DESCENDANTS of the Pitcrims. 


érated walls, may the fervent devotions of 
your hearts rise up with acceptance before 
the throne of the Eternal, and the genera- 
tions to come, in long and peaceful success- 
ion, realize beneath this spreading dome, 
“ how good and how pleasant it is for breth- 
ren to dwell together in unity ; 


in heaven, on earth, and under the earth, | converts be multiplied to the faith of the 


service of the Most High God. The abun-' 
dant success with which your virtuous and 
laudable efforts have been crowned, doubt- 
less serves you as a pledge of the divine ap- 
probation. 

The smiles of omnipotence and love have 
rested upon you; and under the shield of 
Heaven’s protecting goodnes, you are per-,| 
mitted for the first time to tread these earth- | 
ly courts with praise, and to mingle your: 
voices in the heart-cheering sentiments of 
public devotion. 

Here, on this consecrated spot, where 
first the Pilgrim Fathers knelt in holy grati- 
tude to the King of kings, and exhaled the 
first invigorating inspirations of the air of lib- 
erty in devout and humble thankfulness to 
that all-protecting hand, which had safely 
guided them from the land of oppression and 
intolerance, from scenes of persecution and 
violeftce, through the perils of a trackless 


tivated wilderness, tamed the rude barbarity 
of the savage tribes for their reception, aid- 
ed theif pious efforts in planting the sacred 
tree of religious liberty, and accepted the 
fervent orison of their overflowing hearts for 


perity, independence and national glory of 
Even here, you are 
permitted to encircle the altar of publick 
devotion, and on this delightful eminence, 
rendered doubly sacred by the tears of grat- 
itude and the ardent supplications of your 
venerated ancestors, to send forth the grate- 
ful adoration of your hearts to the boundless 


ous solemnities of this welcome anniversary 


Long may you cherish and defend the sa- 


And as oft as you meet within these conse- 


;”? and may 





and such as are in the sea, and all that are | Lord Jesus as drops of the morning dew, 
in them, in offering the sublime asscriptions | and mingling in the services of the temple 
of blessing, and honour, and glory, and pow- with hearts of pious wonder and gratitude, 
er, to him who filleth the throne of the uni-| unite to worship the Lord, the God of their 
verse, and to the Lamb, forever ! fathers, inthe beauty of holiness, 





a single Epistle, shorter than a 


sense in which they themselves commonly 
use the word, I am persuaded you have not 
shown. Your charging me and my corres- 
pondent, thereiore, with “ slander,” seems 
hardly consistent with ‘‘ the spirit of meek- 
ness, kindness and charity ;” and your 
*‘ conclusion” respecting our “ motives,” 
which you suppose to be, that ‘the Bible 
and reason cvuld not be successfully brought 
to our aid to put a stop to the rapid march 
of Universalism,’ comes with rather an ill 
grace from one, who ‘ has no disposition to 
enter the lists’ with Senex Juvenis, and ar 
gue the cause of the Universalists on Scrip- 
tural ground. Your reason for declining 
‘to enter the lists,’ is a singular one—** He 
writes as though he believed there were no 
true christians but such as are precisely of 
his length and breadth,” and “‘ with such sen~ ; 
timents, I have no fellowship.” Now, one 
would think, that the erroneousness of 
sentiments, as you view them, would be the 
very reason why you should write against 
them, and endeavour to reiute them : ii you 
could have tellowship with them, you w. uid 
not think they needed a rejutation, 

My “‘ process of reasoning,” as you term" 
it, would not justify the application oi they 
language in question, to ail who merely dif= 
er from strict Calvinism ; but to those only 
who differ essentially, whose sentiments are 

posite to what is believed to be the truth 
of God. And the reason why Senex Juve 
nis used more severe language against Uni- 
versalism, than against the other ‘¢ isms,* 
which he explodes, probably was, that he 
considered this ism as the worst, and as, in- 
deed, a compound of all the errors and li+ 
centious principles of all the rest. It takes 
off all the restraint of fear from the wicked 
and evil minded ; which led acertain Judge 
in one of the middle States, lately to say to 
a Universalist minister, “ If all who profese 
to preach the gospel, were to adopt and in- 
culcate such sentiments, I do not believe it 
would be possible to hold civil society to- 
gether. Human laws would be trample@ 
under foot, and their penalties, if not back- 
ed by Divine threatenings, would be but & 
subject of mockery.” If this be so, it need. 
not surprise any one, if “ the march of Uai- 
versalism’’ should keep pace with the march 
of larness in principle and licentiousness im 

actice. 

Whether S.J. should have said “ 
sages,” instead uf “ passage,” might a 
of argument ; since his quotations in sup 
port of the doctrine of the trinity, are from 
speech im 
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Congress, and which was not originally di- 
vided by chapter and verse. This, howev- 
er, is a small matter : but whether the quo- 
tations of S, J. do prove the doctrine of the 
trinity, is a matter of consequence. The 
last of these quotations, you seem to adinit, 
would prove the doctrine of the trinity, if it 
were not an inierpolation. This is, wuly, a 
very convenient and expeditious wa. to 2: 

rid uf a passage’ of Scripture.- That cause 
wears a suspicious aspect, which must be 
supported by expunging a part of the Bible. 
But, you say, it “ has been prwed by Uni- 
tarians and Universalists, and admitted by 
Triniiarians to be an interpolated: text.” 
This is a broad assertion, which’ needs! 
proof; and as you are able, and have the | 
goodness to ‘‘ inform”? me, “ that mankind 

are at the present time better acquainted | 
with the scriptures than at any former peri-| 
od ;” you may probably think yourself able , 
to inform me, by what *¢ process of reason-| 








to require some attention. But if you, or 
any of your way of thinking, will furnish me 
with a decent piece in favour of Universal- 
ism, or against the authenticity of I John, 
v, 7. I will assure you it shali be admitted | 
into the Hopkiasian Magazine, and shall re- 
ceive a candid answer. 
Your cordial friend, 
OTIS THOMPSON. 
February 5th, 1827. 





FOR THE TE£L+SCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
Hudson on Future Punishment. 

Br. Pickering, you have iaserted in your | 
paper Br. Hudson’s. * Proposals tor publisii- | 
ing a series of Letters addressed tu tae Kev. 
Hosea Ballou, in vindication oi @ future ret- 
ribution against the principal a: guments 
used by him and others.” ‘This ts a work, 
(1 am sensible) of which the puuiuck have 
jong stood in need. I have jong been o1 
the opinion that the doctrine o: no muiure; 





elevated to herproper dignity, but. among 
those nations where it is not read, woman is 
the drudge of the Sultan and the ‘Caliph.. 
The light of learning and wisdom flourishes 
where the Bible is read, but at its boundary 
commences the night of darkness and super- 
stition. It has illuminated the world of lit- 
erature and s¢ience, and cast a halo of glory 
around the atmosphere of intellect. It smiles. 
on the calm and sunny scenes of life, and 

ilds the evening skies of the faithful in the 
Sark hour of death. What the compass is 
to the mariner, the Bible is to the world. 
It teaches the king in the government of his 
empire, and the peasant in the tilling of his 
fieid. It proposes reward to virtue, and 
punishment to vice. It interests equally the 
brilliant intellect and the humble capacity. 


All that is good, grand and sublime is con-* 


tained within it. Many cannot relish it, be- 
cause their taste is perverted ; and many re- 
ject it from prejudice. To understand the 


; ; Benet f ~ 
ing” Unitarians and Universalists prove, | punishment has been a great inndrauce to | Bible is at once to be introduced to a high 


what I am sure very few Trinitarians will 
admit, thet - I John, v. 7. is an interpolated 
text.” : | 

Your reason for not kating the God ofthe 
Calvinists, is as singular as yourreason fitr 
not entering the lists with S. J —‘ Univer- 
salists cannot hate such a God, as in their: 
view no such Being exists for them te hate.” 
Upon this principle it would be impossible 
for Universalists to hate “the Father of 
lies ;?? because they do not believe there is! 
anv such being. Bot, may not one as real- 
ly hate a character which he views to be im- 
@ ary, as one which he believes to be re- 
a Because some oi mankind ‘do not like 
t etain God in their knowledge,’ and their | 
‘carnal minds are enmity against him,’ may 
be, and o‘ten is, the principal reason why 
they do not believe in his e tistence. 

But, you ask, “ What have the followers 
of Christ to do with such a passion as ha- 
tred ?” IT answer, they have as much to de 
with it, as holy David had when he said, “ I 
hate and abhor lying—I! hate every false 
way ;” and when he made this appeal to 
his Maker, “ Do not I hate them. O Lord, 
that hate thee >—I hate them with perfect 
hatred.” 


As I had not the pleasure of being pres- 
ent at Rev, Mr. Waterman’s ordination, I 
am unable to judge how much ‘ Calvinism 
and Arminianism were blended’ ih the 
“transactions” of that occasion. But. if 
any Calvinist, or others, have ‘adopted “a 
neutral and lax scheme of sentiments” in 
order “ more effectually to oppose Univer 
salism,” I believe you may set your heart at 
rest respecting their efforts ; for Universal- 
ism has as little to fear from them, as Chris- 
thinitvy had to fear from the union of Herod 
and Pilate. 

It is net my intention to pursue this cor 
respondence anv further, throuch the medium 


‘solemn fear oi it. 


| pressing this error, and building up the couse 


| work will be liberally patronized by the Uni- 


the spread of gospei truth. It has ever been | 
the opinion of the pubiick, ospeciaily the | 
less iatormed part, that all toe who are de- | 


‘nominated Universaitsts, introduce ali meni 


into heayea at death, regardi ss ol a metal , 
or religious character. ‘TJs ductrine is 80 | 
repugnant to scripture, reason ana commen | 
sense, that the publick have justly stood in: 
And 1 am sensible that | 
unless this error can be rocted cut irom 
among us, our sentiments wili never become 
very prevalent. We trust, from what little 
acqnaintance we have with, Br. Liudson’s 
ubilities, he has done much towards sup- 


of truth. And we hope’ and trust, that iis! 
versalists. 

By inserting the above, you will greatly 
oblige a sincere and well wisher to the cause 
of Universal grace and salvation. 


L. M. 





THE HOLY BIBLE. 








if right we read, nor prejudice the mind, 
‘The Bible is the text-book of mankind. 

I look upon the Bible as the oldest and | 

best of books. The history of creation is| 

said by Strabo, to have been handed down | 





suurce of enjcyment—the highest source on 
earth. When | hear a man exclaim against 
the Bible, I cannot refrain from taxing his 
nind with ignorance. 

iy you are a literary character, and wish 
to behold elegance, perspicuity and taste, 
turn over the leaves of the sacred book— 
Are you pleased with poetry ? you ve atha 
ence an inexhaustible fountain. You have 
beautiful scenery, sparkling imagery, and 
ideas clothed in sublimity of nagshie It 
contains numerous specimens of the angelic 
lyre, and I doubt whether there is such @ 
field for the poet in the world.. The poet 
who draws his scenes from the Bible never 
can fail to please—his writings are always 
new. Are you pleased with the thunders of 
eloquence ? Here is another mexhaustible 
source.—Some passages are irresistible. 
What can be more grand and sublime than 
David’s description of the appearance of the 
Most High ? “ He bowed the heavens also, 
and came down, and darkness was under his 
fect ; he rode upon a cherub, and did fly, 


and he was seen upon the wings of the wind.”’ . 


Do you ask for more such passages ? I 
could quote a volume, but let the description 
which the prophet Habakkuk gives of the 
grandeur of God, suffice.—“ Before him 
went the pestilence, and burning coals went 
forth at his feet : he stood. and measured 





C the Thevop, unless “the Editer’s re 
ply,” when it comes to hand, should seem | 


to the Egyptians by a Chaldean shepherd : | the earth ; he beheld. and drove asunder the 
and its superiority to all other books is prov-| nations: the .eve:lasting mountains were 
en by the one important circumstance, ot its scattered: the perpetual hills did bow - his 
influence in civilizing mankind. Its doc-|ways are everlasting ”—It was sucl clo- 
trines are superior to those of the Mahome-! quence that made Felix tremble on his 
tan Koran, aud oi the Talmud oi the Rabbis. ‘throne. But poetry and eloquence are not 
The Bible inculcates’ universal charity, | the only beauties of the Biblé We there 
which word signifies in the original, love.' find sound science and philos phy. We 
To say nothing of the glorious principles of| there read of chymistre. and o” am exreri- 
love. the laws which it inculcates are at the ment which disse}ved ¢. 1d and. vendercd it 
same time the most Jenient and power‘ul.| potable. Aqua Revia will dissolve co ld. 
Heiman flaws are founded upon them, but! but te drink it is fatal. History is « rink te, 
they are hike the rays o! light compared with There we have the Licgerat-hv of man. © ol 
the scurce m whence they spring. “On and learned men —But it js a vain cndeate 
the sacred page of the Bible we find woman our to attempt scanning the whole. 








200 @HRISTIAN 








The history is, in the Bible, of him, whe 
groaned on Calvary. From the sacred sum- 
mit a flood of light broke forth upon the 

-world. It was the dawn of redemption !— 
Superstition fled affrighted before the glori- 
ous appearance of Christianity,.and the 
Church of the living God arose on the ruins 
of the Heathen altar. The automatons of 
Pagan idolatry tumbled to the dust, and the 
false deities perished on Olympus.—That 
glorious gospel which effected this great 
work is contained within the Bible.—Like 
the rainbow which is hung out in the heav- 
ens, it was sent as a token that God would 
be mindful of us. Glorious token ! I rejoice 
when I read it, and I would recommend it 
to all my fellow-travellers to the grave. 
The waves of time are rolling on to swee 
us away, and as we pass through the ik 
vale of death the light of Calvary will illu- 
minate our path to the superb palaces of 
God. Darkness and death are horrific. to 
the lonely mind, but the Bible will overcome 
those terrors, and infuse a calm serenity in 
the darkest hour of existence.— Casket. 





NEW PUBLICATION. 

We have received the first No. of a new 
Universalist paper, entitled Tue Lisrr«t- 
1sT, published in Wilmington, N. C. and edit- 
ed by Br. Jacob Frieze. Itis printed on a 
handsome sheet of foolscap paper, in a folio 


———== 





farm, every Saturday, and delivered to sub- 
scribers at $1,50 per annum, payable on! 
delivery of the first No. We have not had! 
time to peruse it, as yet, and can only say, | 
that its appearance is neat and handsome. 
Br, Frieze has our well wishes for its ex- 
tensive spread, and we doubt not but under 
his able hand, it will contribute much to the 
éncrease of truth as it is in Jesus. 
Publishers. 
5c > Subscriptions received at this office 





The following beautiful lines, were ad- 
dressed to a lady of this town, 
On the Death of her infant Son : 
‘The person by whom they were presented, 
justly remarked, that those only who have | 
felt, can know the maternal love and forti-| 
tyde which they so elegantly express. 
Qh nature ! dear nature ! how petent thou art ! 
‘True pangs thou excitest in my agoniz’d heart, 
Philosephy hardly would own ; 
Though reason agsents that the God who had given 
Has taken my child to his bosom in heaven, 
Yet feeling 4 ments that ‘tis gone. 








Yet why should 1 weep for its early decay, 
Since ’tis snatch’« from the mansions of sorrow away 
To regions of glory above ? 
Ab, why should a sigh rend my agoniz’d breast, 
. Smee in deathit has enter’d a permanent rest, 
~ <Qn the bosom of Omnific Love. 


Though it bloom’d like the first. little rose-buds of 
spring, 
‘Tyat scarce to the zephyrs the odours can fling 
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Ere their fragrance and bloom is no mote ; 

Transplanted to gardens of ether above 

Its fragrance shall live and its beauty improve, 
When nature and time are no more. 


April, 1826. 


To Corre .—Several favours are 
received, but for obvious reasons must be 
deferred for one week. 

Reply to Theophilanthropist, continued in 
our next. 


Erratum. In marriage notice, in No. 24, 
page 192, for Sally C, Whilford, read Sally 
C. Whitford. 

a 





Married, 


In this town, on Sunday everiing last, by Rev. Dr. 
Edes, Mr. Abraham B. Lawton, of New-London,‘to 
Miss Sarah Walker, of this town. 


qe mere _ 
Wicd, 


In this town, on Monday morning last, Enos E. 
son of Mr. Enos H. Briggs, aged 6 months. 

At Central Falls, Smithfield, on Monday last, Mr. 
Wilson Jacobs, in his 35d year. 

At Augusta, Geo. on the 3th ult. Mrs, Sarah Bos- 
worth, widow of the late Mr. Pardon Bosworth, of 
this town, in the 47th year of her age. 

In Leicester, Mass. on the 27th ult. Zipporiah 
Holden, aged 357 vears. 











To Sunscaizsrs.—A person will wait up- 
on our subscribers in Taunton, Warren, 
Bristol, Fatil-River, Swanzey, and the adja- 
cent towns, next week, when it is hoped they 
will be ready to pay their subscriptions, as 


SAMUEL W. WHEELER, 
110 1-2 Westminster-street, 

Will furnish, ready boand, to those whe 
may wish, the First and Second Volumes of 
the CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. , 

He has also on hand the following Book® 
and Pamphlets : 

Balfour’s First and Second Inquiry, 
Do. Reply to Sabine, 
Kneeland and M’Calla’s Controversy, 
Kneeland’s Translation of the New Testa 
ment, 
Kneeland’s J+:ctures, 
Do. Ancient Universalism, 
Ballou’s Treatise on Atonement, 

Do. Notes on the Parables, 
Pickering’s Selection of Psalms and Hymns, 

Do. Reply to Doctor Carpenter, 
Stetson’s Six Sermons, 

Discourses, entitled 
The Effects of Intemperance, 

Reflections for the New Year, 
Doctrine of St. Paul, 

Reasons for helieving Universalism, 
The Book of Job, an Allegery, 
Speech of the Dead, ; 
Salvation of Judas Iscariot, 

The New Birth, 


| Doctrine of Atonement, 


Non-personality of the Devil, a 


Golden Calf; a 


and a variety of Dedication and Installatiow 
Sermons ; and Discourses on various sub- 
jects. 


LAST NOTICE. , 

The subscriber once more (and for the? 
Jast time) calls upon all those indebted to him 
for the former series of the Telescove, to 








the money is much needed to meet the ex- 
penses of publication, and by doing which, 
they will save the extra 50 cents, and prob-| 
ably a considerable amount of postage. 


NOTICE. 
Subscribers are earnestly requested to 
forward the amount due, as soon as conven- 





make immediate payment Ali accounts re- 
maining unsettled on the first of March next, 
will be left for cotlection. 
B. CRANSTON. 
February 3, 1827. , 








JUST PUBLISHED, 





ient: Nearly six months have elapsed since | 
the commencement of this Volume, at the} 

. . . . a . ' 
expiration of which time one half of our ex-| 


? 4 t 
| penses will become due, and must be paid. 


We trust our patrons will excuse us the fre-| 
quent mention o/ their subscriptions, (which | 
we would gladly avoid,) as the printers and | 
paper-makers stand in need of the minal 
and we have no othet resources to furnish | 
the means, but from the prompt pay of sub; 
scribers, The time has already been lengtly- 
ened again and again, when payment might 
be made in advance, and although $2,50 is 
now justly due, we will receive the advauce 
price forwarded without expense to us 
previous to the publication of number 26 
Prompt attention to this request will save 
us much trouble, and enable us to devote 
more attention to the improvement of the 
paper, and to render it more worthy of the 
liberal patronage it receives. 





And for sale at the Book-stores of Oliver 
Kendall, John Hutchens, and A. S. Beck- 
with, at the office of the Literary Cadet, by 
the Publishers of the Tel. and Mis. and by 
Jacob B. Thurber and Samuel W. Whee= 
ler. Westminster-stree-—A SERMON, en-~ 
titled The Effects of Intemperence, delivered 
on Sabbath evening, January 14th, at the 
Universalist Chapel, by Rev. D. Pickerngy 
Price 12 1-2 cents. 

Also just published, 
and for sale as above, a practical Discourse 
delivered on the first Sabbath morning of 
the sew rear, entitled Reflections for New- 
Veour’s. Price 12 1-2.cents. , 

Feb. 3, 1827, 
CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 

A few sets of the ist and 2d volumes, 
bound, may be had on application at this 





office. 
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